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SAN FRANCISCO --- Almost seventeen years ago, California voters acted to ensure Californians in 

need of safe access to medical cannabis can get their medicine without having to commit a crime.  Ten years ago, 

the State Legislature acted to ensure patient cooperatives and dispensaries could organize to serve their patients 

without interference from law enforcement authorities.   

 

Only by serving patients through organized dispensaries and cooperatives can we guarantee patient safety 

and quality medicines that Californians need and deserve. 

 

California’s medical cannabis dispensaries and cooperatives provide this service under existing state and 

local law, securing business licenses, maintaining security and good relationships with local law enforcement 

authorities, paying taxes, creating jobs, and --- most importantly --- serving the needs of their patients.   

 

There is still work to do to clarify state law to facilitate access to medicines and address local needs in the 

same way state and local laws regulate all types of businesses.   

 

Cannabis dispensaries operating under color of law, such as the Berkeley Patients Group (BPG), are the 

solution, not the problem.  The problem continues to be federal action against California dispensaries and 

cooperatives.  It is time we all act together --- state, local, and federal governments, together --- to safeguard 

access to medical cannabis and avoid mischaracterizing legitimate businesses as “drug traffickers.” 

 

There is a legitimate role for law enforcement authorities to take action against dealers who fail to follow 

state and local medical cannabis rules and tax laws.  Those actions must be proportional and specific to any 

violation.   

 

This description simply does not apply to BPG.  As a law-abiding business, BPG follows local and state 

regulatory and tax laws.  Like many businesses, their work serves local needs and provides revenues to support 

local services, such as schools, health care, transportation, and parks. 

 

### 

 

Board Member Betty T. Yee was elected to her post in November 2006.  Her district includes many of California's 

coastal counties, from Del Norte to Santa Barbara, and includes the entire San Francisco Bay Area.  Ms. Yee 

previously served as Chief Deputy Director for Budget at the California Department of Finance, covering a wide 

array of state and local finance policy matters. 
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