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Congress Considers Reform Bills

In 2021, as more states embraced
expanded medical cannabis pro-
grams and adult-use access,

Congress edged closer to enacting cannabis
reform legislation. ASA has been lobbying
members in support of bills that would end
federal prohibition and ensure safe access
and civil protections for patients every-
where in the US.

On April 19, the House passed the biparti-
san  SAFE Banking Act  (HR 1996), which
would allow financial institutions to do
business with state-licensed cannabis opera-
tors. That bill is pending in the Senate.

Other bipartisan bills awaiting votes in the
House or Senate include the Marijuana
Opportunity Reinvestment and Expunge-
ment Act (HR 4325), which would desched-
ule cannabis and institute programs to sup-
port communities harmed by the drug war.
In September, the MORE Act was approved
by the House Judiciary Committee on a vote
of 26 to 15. A previous version of the MORE
Act passed the House in December 2020,
but the bill was blocked in the Senate.

Also pending are the Veterans Medical
Marijuana Safe Harbor Act  (S 1183  /  HR
2588), the VA Medicinal Cannabis Research
Act of 2021 (HR 2916  /  S 1467) and the
Marijuana Data Collection Act (S 1456).

A more-limited bill that would also remove
cannabis from federal scheduling and
resolve banking problems for cannabis busi-
nesses, the Common Sense Cannabis Reform
for Veterans, Small Businesses, and Medical
Professionals Act (HR 3105), was introduced
in the House by Republicans David Joyce (R,
OH) and Don Young (R, AK).

At the end of the year, language from some
of the VA and banking reform bills was
added as amendments to the must-pass
defense appropriation bills in the House
and Senate, but all were stripped from the
final budget bill in the Senate. 

Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY)

insists that a comprehensive single bill is the
best option. Over the summer, Schumer and
Sens. Cory Booker (D-NJ) and Ron Wyden
(D-OR) released  a 163-page “discussion
draft” of just such a bill with a request for
comments. ASA’s detailed summary of the
proposed Cannabis Administration and
Opportunity Act (CAOA) is at   safeaccess-
now.org/caoa_summary.

ASA’s analysis concludes
that patient needs will
not be met by the CAOA
in its proposed form and
suggested changes. ASA
recommends that federal
regulators establish a fed-
eral cannabis office and
include in the proposed

Advisory Committee medical professionals
who have experience treating patients with
cannabis. ASA’s comments also highlight
the need for physician education and civil
protections for patients. 

ASA Advises White House on Equity

In addition to providing input on the pro-
posed Senate reform bill, ASA responded to
a White House request for comments on
how federal drug control policy has dispro-
portionately harmed communities.  ASA’s
advice to the Office of National Drug
Control Policy (ONDCP) explained why med-
ical cannabis is a social equity issue and pro-
vided substantial recommendations on how
to protect patients and ensure affordability
of cannabis medicine, as well as ways to har-
monize federal and state laws and improve
state and local equity programs.

USDA Finalizes Hemp Rules

Federal hemp regulations were finalized in
February 2021 and took effect on March 22.
The US Department of Agriculture (USDA)
has approved hemp cultivation plans for
various states and tribes under the licensing
process established by the 2018 Farm Bill.

Still pending is a decision by the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) on how to regu-
late CBD extracted from hemp.

Federal Policy Developments Several States
Expand Access

Medical Access in Alabama 
In May, Alabama established a medical
cannabis program when Governor Kay Ivey
signed Senate Bill 46. Patients with medical
conditions ranging from cancer and chronic
pain to depression and panic disorder can
qualify to possess up to a 70-day supply by
registering with the program. Physicians
must complete a 4-hour certifying course in
medical cannabis to recommend it to
patients. The state will license cultivators,
manufacturers and retail dispensaries to
provide safe access.

Four New States Get Adult Access 
State lawmakers in Connecticut, New York,
Virginia and New Mexico all legalized
cannabis for adults age 21 and older. 

In Connecticut, adults 21 or older are now
allowed to cultivate, purchase and possess
cannabis.  The state will license businesses
to produce and sell cannabis products
beginning sometime after May 2022.
Adults may carry up to 1.5 ounces of
cannabis, have up to 5 ounces in a secured
location, and cultivate for personal use.

In New Mexico, the new law allows anyone
21 or older to possess 2 ounces of cannabis
and cultivate 6 plants. The law went into
effect June 29, but adult-use sales will not
begin until sometime in 2022. An estimated
150,000 people will have their New Mexico
criminal records expunged automatically.

In New York, the new law also removed
some restrictions in the state’s medical
cannabis program. Patients now have
access to cannabis flower, can keep double
the amount of cannabis on hand, and can
cultivate for personal use. Adult-use sales
are expected to begin sometime in 2022.

In Virginia, possession and use of cannabis
by adults became legal on July 1. Virginians
will be able to possess up to an ounce of
cannabis and cultivate four cannabis plants.
Retail sales will not start until 2024.
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Action Alert: Veterans Need Help Now!
Cannabis can treat a number of conditions that disproportionately affect those who
have served in the armed forces, yet the policy of the Veterans Administration pro-
hibits VA doctors from recommending it. Several members of Congress have called
on the VA to remove this barrier to safe access, but your voice is needed, too.Take a
minute to urge VA Secretary Denis McDonough to change that policy now. Send a
message today at www.safeaccessnow.org/bidenva

ASA Partners with CannaKeys on
Research, Members Get Discount

Better patient research is the goal of a new
partnership between ASA and CannaKeys.
ASA and CannaKeys will be working together
on educational activities to help accelerate the
use and safe adoption of cannabinoid thera-
peutics. The CannaKeys 360° platform provides
easy access to over 3,500 cannabis related stud-
ies across 240+ medical conditions. As part of
the partnership, ASA members receive a 30%
discount on the CannaKeys 360 platform.

ASA Providing Content to Cannabis
Patient Care, Members Get Access

ASA is providing educational content and arti-
cles focused on patient and advocate experi-
ences for Cannabis Patient Care™,  a leading
multimedia platform dedicated to advancing
medical research, education, and
treatment. As part of the new partnership, all
ASA members get free access to  Cannabis
Patient Care™. ASA members receive an email
link to the publication. Find out more at
safeaccessnow.org/membership.

ASA Hosts Cancer Care Webinar 

As part of patient education, ASA hosted a
free webinar on cancer care in collaboration
with Holistic Caring. Featuring Elizabeth Mack,
RN, and ASA Executive Director Debbie
Churgai, the webinar covers how cannabis can
help manage cancer treatment side effects
and the pre-clinical research on cannabinoids
as anti-tumor agents. The webinar is available
online at safeaccessnow.org/cancer21_video.

ASA Helps Implement Access Law

In December, ASA launched a campaign to
ensure more than 2,000 California healthcare
facilitiesa know terminal patients now have a
right to use cannabis on site. The campaign
supports implementation of “Ryan’s Law”
(SB311), which went into effect January 1,
2022. ASA’s Ryan’s Law implementation guide
includes a summary of the law, sample policies
and documents, and standard operating pro-
cedures. Resources for   doctors  and  patients
include information on requirements, links to
sample recommendations, and CME courses.
ASA has set up a compliance reporting system
and aemail at ryanslaw@safeaccessnow.org.

2021 Unity Conference Held Online

ASA held its 9th annual National Medical
Cannabis Unity conference online in April
2021, due to the pandemic. The theme was No
Patient Left Behind. Highlights include remov-
ing barriers; kids and cannabis; controlling
cannabis cost; federal testing standards; and
veterans’ issues. See safeaccessnow.org/watch.

ASA Events

ASA staff participated in events nationwide in
2021 and several webinars and podcasts. On
January 19, ASA's Director of Government
Affairs Abbey Roudebush will be providing a
Continuing Legal Education webinar for the
International Cannabis Bar Association. Her
presentation will focus on ASA's annual State
of the States report that analyzes the imple-
mentation of medical cannabis laws in each US
state and territory. 

ASA Expands Campaigns, Benefits PFC DEVELOPMENTS
PFC Achieves ISO Certification

In April 2021, ASA's PFC Program
achieved accreditation to the
ISO/IEC 17065:2012 standard for
certifying bodies (Certificate

#5284.01), becoming the first and only
compliance program to obtain internation-
al accreditation for cannabis.  This accredi-
tation certifies that the PFC program’s poli-
cies and procedures have been vetted and
validated by a team of auditors from an
internationally recognized organization. 

The PFC program had five labs complete or
renew their certification through PFC's
agreement with A2LA. PFC is streamlining
the process for new labs who need to get
ISO 17025 and wish to add the PFC certifi-
cation to their accreditation. 

PFC Launches New Courses

In February, PFC updated the Maryland
State Compliance training course along
with the Business Operations course.  The
Maryland State Training is available in the
a la carte section of PFC’s training website.
In July, PFC expanded its state compliance
training courses with a new one for Illinois.
PFC was approved by the state of Illinois to
be part of the state’s Responsible Vendor
Program. In October, the PFC program was
approved by the New York Department of
Health as part of the Cannabinoid Hemp
GMP Certifier program. All hemp proces-
sors must obtain GMP certification.

PFC also updated in 2021 all four of its
National Cannabis Standards training class-
es (Cultivation, Manufacturing, Dispensary,
and Laboratory). These courses provide an
overview of best practices for each opera-
tion type and complement the updates
made to the three Core Cannabis Training
classes in 2020.

PFC Releases Robbery Guide

PFC released a new guide in 2021 to help
businesses mitigate the risks of robberies.
PFC's  Robbery Preparedness Guide  was
released in December due to a spike in rob-
beries hitting cannabis businesses across
the US. The guide aids businesses in devel-
oping plans to stay safe during robberies
and adopt policies to help prevent rob-
beries and burglaries.

PFC Events

PFC participated in many events in 2021,
including ASA’s Unity Conference, the
Cannabis Science Conference, MJBizCon,
and the ASTM D37 conference. PFC
also provided free COVID safety training to
National Expungement Week volunteers.


