
Patient needs will not be met by the
Senate’s draft cannabis reform legisla-
tion, according to the comments sub-

mitted by Americans for Safe Access. ASA’s let-
ter to Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer
(D-NY), and Senators Corey Booker (D-NJ) and
Ron Wyden (D-OR) explained why and sug-
gested substantive changes to the
proposed  Cannabis Administration and
Opportunity Act (CAOA).

The Senate trio’s draft bill represents an ambi-
tious step forward in federal cannabis policy
reform, offering the most comprehensive
approach yet contemplated by federal law-
makers. If enacted, it would address a wide
range of cannabis issues, ranging from the
conflict between federal and state cannabis
law to removing barriers to research and tak-
ing steps toward restorative justice. ASA’s com-
ments and suggestions focus on patient priori-
ties the draft fails to meet.

“We look forward to working with senators to
ensure that this important bill does not leave
medical cannabis patients behind,” said ASA
Executive Director Debbie Churgai. 

Specifically, ASA recommends that federal reg-
ulators work with key leaders in cannabis med-
icine, including patients and caregivers, to
establish a federal office that would facilitate
making cannabis a recognized medicine.

ASA encourages the senators to include key
members of the medical community on the
legislation’s proposed Advisory Committee,
including professionals from neurology, psy-
chology, pediatrics, palliative medicine, addic-
tion and emergency medicine who have expe-
rience treating patients with cannabis. Such a
group could provide recommendations on
reorganizing federal departments and agen-
cies to facilitate cannabis research and improve
health outcomes for all patients.

ASA’s comments also highlight the need for a
physician education curriculum that covers
applications of cannabis medicine. Surveys of
physicians and medical students consistently

find that they lack
knowledge and training
to answer patient ques-
tions and advise them on
cannabis therapeutics.

Ending federal discrimi-
nation on cannabis
patients was also a focus
of ASA comments. ASA
has requested clarifica-

tion regarding non-discrimination of federal
programs related to cannabis possession and
use. Specifically, ASA would like this section to
direct Housing and Urban Development to
protect housing assistance and require Health
and Human Services and the Veteran’s
Administration to collaborate on physician
education. 

ASA’s comments also point out the need for
federal leadership to establish uniform regula-
tions governing laboratory testing of cannabis
products to ensure patient safety and consis-
tency of medicine. ASA urges senators to work
with stakeholders to identify appropriate test-
ing and product specification require-
ments, such as those in ASA's PFC program. 

Americans for Safe Access
A C T I V I S T  N E W S L E T T E R

Defending Pat ients ’  Access  to Medical  Mari juan
SEPTEMBER 2021 Volume 17, Issue 9

ASA Urges Patient-Focused Changes to Senate Bill

Americans for Safe Access • 1629 K Street NW, Suite 300 • Washington, D.C. 20006 
202-857-4272 • info@AmericansForSafeAccess.org • www.AmericansForSafeAccess.org

ASA’s PFC program will have
updates to all four National
Cannabis Standards Training class-
es (Cultivation, Manufacturing,

Dispensary, and Laboratory) completed at
the end of the month. Guest trainers will
include Dr. Debra Kimless (manufacturing),
Don Duncan (dispensary) and Ben Gelt (cul-
tivation), while PFC Director Heather
Despres will be conducting the laboratory
trainings.

In PFC state training and certification news,

PFC is submitting an application to be a
state training provider for Ohio this
month.  PFC’s application for the
Responsible Vendor Training program in
Illinois is pending approval. New York is set
to announce its hemp GMP certifiers, which
will include PFC.  

PFC Director Despres also did another train-
ing video for National Expungement Week
volunteers, this time a safety training for
their workers for COVID prevention and
safe food handling.

PFC State and National Trainings

The international body responsible
for doping regulations in sport has
announced that they are reconsid-

ering their ban on cannabis use by athletes.
The World Anti-Doping Association (WADA)
announced this month that following that
they had received requests for a review
from a number of stakeholders and that
their  List Expert Advisory Group  recom-
mended that they revisit the status of
cannabis.

That prohibition received criticism in the
run up to the Olympics after sprinter Sha-
Carri Richardson was left off the American
team due to a failed drug test for cannabis.

For a substance to be added to the WADA
Prohibited List, it must meet two of the
three criteria:   a) it poses a health risk to
athletes b) it has the potential to enhance
performance and c) it violates the spirit of
sport. WADA claims all three are true of
cannabis.  They explained their rationale in
a paper published in 2011.

Cannabis is currently prohibited in competi-
tion and will continue to be in 2022. A vio-
lation is determined by a urine test showing
THC metabolite concentration in excess of
150ng/mL. The cannabis ban does not apply
to cannabidiol (CBD), so it can be used both
in and out of competition.

Olympic Ban on Cannabis Reviewed

New ASA Partnership with
CannaKeys

ASA and CannaKeys are partnering to help
broaden access
to cannabis
research and
demystify the
science of cannabis to support improved
patient outcomes. CannaKeys   platforms
and services support education on the
cannabinoid health sciences and the effec-
tive and consistent use of these therapies.

As part of this partnership, all ASA mem-
bers will receive a 30% discount on the
CannaKeys 360 platform. In addition, ASA
and CannaKeys will be working together
on educational activities to help accelerate
the use and safe adoption of cannabinoid
therapeutics. See ASA’s website for more
information about the partnership.



After more than a dozen
years as a cannabis activist
in Michigan, Jamie Lowell
has seen the environment
in his state evolve dramati-
cally, but some things
remain the same. Threats
to safe access continue to
emerge, and the diverse
cannabis stakeholders and

advocacy groups in the state still come togeth-
er to combat them.

When the Michigan ASA chapter was profiled
in the newsletter 7 years ago, activists there
had just held a rally against recent federal
prison sentences handed down to Michigan
patients. This month, Jamie and a few hun-
dred other activists were again out in force at
the state capitol, this time protesting a pro-
posed change in state law that threatens care-
givers and home cultivation. Instead of implor-
ing law makers to stop sending patients to jail,
now the focus is on resisting the influence of
big money interests trying to expand their
share of the cannabis market by making state
law more restrictive.

Michigan activists got tipped off that the
Michigan Cannabis Manufacturers Association
(MCMA), a trade group of large cannabis busi-
nesses, was not just lobbying state lawmakers
to limit the rights of patients and caregivers
but had been circulating legislative language
that would, if enacted, force more consumers
to access cannabis through retail storefronts.

“We’ve known that this big money group
with somewhat secret membership has been
trying to grab market share using local regula-
tion and state law,” says Jamie. “They’re gun-
ning for caregivers by trying to lower plant

counts, require expensive testing, and impose
seed-to-sale tracking and other burdens.”

Currently more than 30,000 caregivers are reg-
istered with the state, helping provide
cannabis directly to Michigan’s nearly 250,000
qualified patients. For many years, Michigan
cannabis patients relied exclusively on a care-
giver network of cultivators. From 2008 to
2016, state law did not allow for cannabis dis-
pensary operations.

Jamie and other activists had
hoped that rallies and protests
would not be needed in
Michigan any more, after they
worked to elect a governor
and attorney general who are
allies on the cannabis issue.

“It’s not like rallies are my first
go to anymore. You do it to get attention and
press, but a lot of us have figured out how to
go directly to lawmakers and get heard. That’s
what next wave activism looks like,” says
Jamie. “But with this, people didn’t have a
voice anymore. Everyone working on this
needed a rally to have their voices heard.”

Numerous media outlets covered the capitol
rally and interviewed activists, and a current
state lawmaker, Cynthia Johnson, joined them
in support. Jamie is hopeful the attention will
help deter lawmakers from undermining the
place of caregivers in Michigan’s system.

Caregivers have been central to Jamie’s work
since Michigan’s initiative passed in 2008. As
that low-key medical cannabis campaign
unfolded, the opportunities all started to
make sense to Jamie. He started making con-
nections between patients and caregivers and

looking for a central location. Jamie opened
Third Coast Compassion Center in the summer
of 2009.

In the years since then, Jamie has seen groups
and organizations form and splinter. But even
with the infighting, there was also sharing of
information and a sense of common purpose.

“Anytime there’s a threat, we go shoulder to
shoulder,” Jamie says. It didn’t take long for

the threats to materialize. 

Jamie became politically
active with the Michigan
Association of Compassion
Centers. In 2010, he was
part of the first big rally at
the state capitol, protesting
federal raids and arrests. In
2018, he saw the initiative

he helped author make cannabis legal for all
adults in the state.

As much as things have improved over the
years, there are still people in Michigan being
arrested and getting their children taken
away, so Jamie keeps working.

“We’re introducing a bill to deschedule
cannabis in Michigan. Currently it’s Schedule I
and Schedule II simultaneously,” he says. “If
we get this passed, it will no longer be in the
criminal code. People won’t get arrested for
$40 transactions.”

Jamie is working to fix the damage done by
the war on drugs, serving on the steering com-
mittee for a foundation to help get expunge-
ments and assist people with reentry. He is also
on the policy committee for the Michigan
Cannabis Freedom Coalition, which is working
on reentry and preventing incarceration, and
a member of the Cannabis Caucus of the
Michigan Democratic Party.

Jamies is currently the Directory of Advocacy
of Social Equity for The Botanical Company, a
vertically integrated operation with three
retail locations and a soon-to-open analytic
lab. The company is completing PFC certifica-
tion.

Jamie is excited to see the revitalization of the
Michigan ASA chapter, of which he was co-
chair seven years ago.

“I’ve been inspired by many people, but the
glue for ASA in Michigan has been Brandy
Zink,” Jamie says. “Her long experience with
ASA and passion for the message explains the
history and why ASA is important and credible.”

“One of the motivations for ASA’s return is to
keep the patient focus in adult-use,” Jamie
says. “We’ve have so much information about
this medicine and how it can help people.” 
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Action Alert: Petition to Let Olympians Use Cannabis
The World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) is meeting right now to determine whether
to remove cannabis from their prohibited substances list for Olympic sports. As med-
ical cannabis patients and advocates, you know first-hand the benefits of cannabis
as a safe treatment option. Sign the petition to help protect athletes worldwide!
Take action today at www.safeaccessnow.org/wada.


