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1. Call on the President and Congress to put an end 
to federal raids on cannabis patients and providers: 
The federal government has increased its attacks on 
medical cannabis patients and providers in recent months, 
using a variety of tactics to undermine state law. These 
tactics include conducting more than 40 raids on patients 
and providers so far in 2007, in at least 10 counties across 
the state, and threatening nearly 200 landlords with 
asset forfeiture and prosecution if they continue to lease 
to cannabis providers. All of this is happening despite 
consistent and broad support for medical marijuana 
in California. Fifty-six percent of Californians voted for 
Proposition 215, the Compassionate Use Act (CUA), and a 
2002 Arlington Research Group poll showed that 76.9% 
support the CUA.

We need the Governor to stand up for the state’s medical 
marijuana law currently under attack by the federal 
government. State law cannot be properly implemented in 
California as long as attempts by the federal government 
to undermine it are allowed to continue. Therefore, we 
urge the Governor to issue a statement, which calls on 
President Bush and the U.S. Congress to stop the Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA) from interfering in the 
implementation of state law and to change federal policy 
to recognize the rights of states to pass such laws. (Please 
refer to the attached letter from Governor Richardson to 
President Bush regarding New Mexico’s law.)

2. Issue a directive to state offi cials to not cooperate 
with medical marijuana enforcement by the federal 
government: Because medical marijuana is illegal 
under federal law, and because of claims by the federal 
government that federal law “trumps” state law, local 
law enforcement are confused by which law to enforce. 
Despite a bulletin issued in 2005, by Attorney General 
Lockyer, encouraging local offi cials to follow state, and 
not federal law, and an obligation to adhere to the 
California Constitution (Article 3 SEC. 3.5), the examples 
of local law enforcement cooperating with federal agents 
are overwhelming. (Please see attached data on medical 
marijuana cases in which local law enforcement turned 
cases over to federal authorities.)

GOVERNOR’S ROLE IN ENDING 
THE STATEFEDERAL MEDICAL CANNABIS CONFLICT

A clear directive is needed from the Governor on the 
obligations of local offi cial offi cials to uphold state law. 
Such a directive will avoid both unnecessary state-level 
prosecutions, as well as the harmful effects of local 
cooperation that results in federal trials for patients who are 
prevented from using medical evidence in their defense. 

3 . R eq uest a meeting with the D rug E nforcement 
A dministration to discuss its actions in the S tate 
of California: Given the diffi cult nature of properly 
implementing the state’s medical marijuana law with 
the above-described level of interference by the federal 
government, efforts need to be made by the Governor to 
negotiate a “cease-fi re.” The federal government cannot 
continue to infl ict further serious harm to thousands of 
patients across California and a compromise must be 
reached by all sides. We believe that this is possible through 
creating a dialogue with the DEA on its enforcement 
practices and policies in regard to medical marijuana.

4 . Call on other governors to join in calling on 
Congress and the President: There are now twelve states 
that have adopted medical marijuana laws. And, while the 
tactics of the federal government have been focused on 
California, other legal medical marijuana states are feeling 
their effects. In the past year, the federal government has 
interfered in medical cannabis laws of Washington, O regon, 
and New Mexico, by conducting raids and prosecuting 
patients. In O regon, the federal government attempted to 
subpoena the records of patients enrolled in that state’s 
medical marijuana ID card program. In New Mexico, state 
offi cials were threatened with prosecution if they moved 
to implement a distribution system that passed the state 
legislature.

Because of federal interference in other states besides 
California, there is an opportunity to join with other 
Governors to call for an end to tactics that aim to undermine 
state medical marijuana laws. A unifi ed call initiated by 
Governor Schwarzenegger, inviting other Governors to 
sign on, would show that the leadership of those states are 
not willing to allow the federal government to continue its 
harmful and unnecessary war on medical marijuana.


